SCENE VI             POST-MORTEM
JOHN : When your boys grow up, Tilley, and there's
another war, will you be proud when they enlist ?
BABE :  There won't be another war.
JOHN : There'll always be another war. Will you
let them go ? Will you ?
TILLEY : I don't flatter myself that it would be in
my power to stop them.
JOHN : You could shoot them.
SHAW Belligerently) : If I had sons, and there were a
war, Fd shoot them if they didn't go
JOHN : Excellent sentiments, but why ? From what
motives ?
SHAW : Because I don't believe in shirking one's
responsibilities.
JOHN : To what would your sons be responsible ?
SHAW : To the decent standards I'd taught them.
To the things I'd brought them up to believe.
JOHN : What would you bring them up to believe ?
SHAW : I'll tell you, and you ca n sneer as much as
you like. I'd bring them up to believe in God, and the
necessity of standing by their country in time of need,
and to play the game according to the rules.
JOHN : And if they made their own rules, and didn't
accept God, and didn't consider their country important
enough. You'd shoot them ?
SHAW : Yes, I would.    And that's that.
JOHN : Well, you'd better pray for another war for
your sons that are not yet born, because it will all be
just as you want. They'll grow up and go off to fight
gallantly for their God and country according to the
rules, and you'll be proud, quite rightly proud, because
they'll be nice, decent boys. I'm quite sure of that.
What happens to them out there will be entkely beyond